


Mobile Phone Policy 
Introduction 

Jesus and Mary Secondary School aims to create an orderly environment so that 
effective teaching and learning can take place. Live mobile phones may disturb this 
environment and violate the rights of  other members of  the school community. The 
school acknowledges the integration of  mobile phones into the culture of  adolescents 
and that they can be an effective communication device.  

In this policy the school wishes to strike a balance between the positive and the negative 
by promoting the responsible use of  mobile phones.  

Scope  

This policy applies to all students while on school grounds during the school day.  

Relationship to Mission Statement 

While the school accepts that it is a pupil’s right to own a mobile phone it also has a 
responsibility to maintain a safe, nurturing environment where the personal dignity and 
rights of  all members of  the school community are safeguarded in accordance with its 
mission statement.  

Rationale  

The misuse of  mobile phones/personal media players can have a disruptive effect on 
the teaching and learning environment. There are also privacy, health and safety issues 
associated with the misuse of  mobile phones.  

Policy  

• Pupils who bring mobile phones/personal media players to school do so at their 
own risk and the school will not be responsible in any way for loss, theft or damage 
of  these devices.   

• If  phones/personal media players are brought to school they must be switched off  
and out of  sight between 8.00am and 3.45pm unless the teacher is using the 
mobile phone as part of  a teaching strategy. In this circumstance the phone is to 
be used for the specific task outlined by the teacher and must be powered off  when 
this task is completed.  

•



• If  the phone is used at any time to take photographs, record or make 
inappropriate communication it will be confiscated and a possible sanction may 
be imposed taking into consideration the nature of  the offence. 

• In the interest of  Health and Safety and ensuring that management are aware of  
students leaving school early, all communication with home in respect of  
illness or emergencies is to be made through the school office only. 
The school phone is made readily available, free of  charge, for such 
communication.  

• Parents/Guardians who need to contact a pupil urgently are requested do so by 
calling the school office at 096 31194. We ask that parents/guardians refrain 
from contacting their son/daughter directly. 

Procedures 

•   If  a mobile phone becomes visible it will confiscated by the teacher and 
deposited in the office. The pupil will be given the opportunity to switch off  the 
phone but not to remove the sim card prior to handing it to the teacher. For the 
1st offence the phone may be retrieved after school.  

• Any student phone/media player which interrupts class in any way may be 
confiscated by the teacher and deposited in the office.  

• If  a phone is confiscated on a second or subsequent occasion then it will be held 
in the office until a parent/guardian can collect it and sign that the phone has 
been returned. The student and parent will be required to give a guarantee that 
there will not be a repeat of  this offence.  

• If  at any stage the pupil refuses to hand over the phone a sanction will be issued, 
up to and including suspension. 

Signed:  ___________________________. 	 	 Date: _______________. 

Mr. Brendan Forde.	 	 	 	  
Chairperson of  the Board of  Management 




